ORDINANCE NO. 4988

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Article IX (SIGNS, MARQUEES AND AWNINGS)
of the City of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance, in accordance with the text amendment heretofore
approved by city council on January 30, 2016 as Text Amendment No. 2015-0005 regarding
signs in the public right of way.

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that:

1. In Text Amendment No. 2015-0005, the Planning Commission, having found that
the public necessity, convenience, general welfare and good zoning practice so require,
recommended approval to the City Council on January 5, 2016 of a text amendment to the
Zoning Ordinance to amend Article IX regarding signs in the public right of way, which
recommendation was approved by the City Council at public hearing on January 30, 2016;

2. The City Council in adopting this ordinance expressly adopts, ratifies, affirms and
concurs in the finding and action of the Planning Commission above stated;

3. All requirements of law precedent to the adoption of this ordinance have been
complied with; now, therefore,

THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA HEREBY ORDAINS:

Section 1. That Article of the Zoning Ordinance be, and the same hereby is,
amended by deleting the current section in its entirety and inserting new language, as shown:
ARTICLE IX. - SIGNS, MARQUEES AND AWNINGS
Sec. 9-100 - General provisions.
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9-102 - Definitions.

For purposes of this Article IX, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings
ascribed to them below, unless the context otherwise indicates:
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9-103 - Scope of article.

(A)This Article IX governs the erection and display of all signs, marquees and awnings in
the City, except those erected and displayed by the City, the Commonwealth of Virginia
and the United States in furtherance of their governmental responsibilities and those
required by law to be erected and displayed.

(B) It shall be unlawful to erect or display, on any building, structure or real property, any
sign, marquee or awning unless it is expressly authorized by, is in accordance with and,
where applicable, a permit authorizing it has been obtained pursuant to the provisions of
this Article IX.

(C) All rights and privileges acquired under the provisions of this Article IX are mere
licenses revocable at any time by the director upon a violation of any applicable provision
of this Article IX.

(D)The provisions contained in this Article IX shall be considered separate from,
supplemental to and additional to the provisions contained elsewhere in this ordinance or
other City ordinances. Nothing contained in this Article IX shall excuse any person from
compliance with all other applicable provisions of this ordinance or the City code.

(E) Wherever authority is to be exercised under this Article IX by the City Manager or the
director, the authority may also be exercised by his or her designee.

(F) This_Article shall apply to signs, marquees, and awnings on property not used for
public right-of-way. Under no circumstances shall any provision herein authorize
placement of a sign on any public right-of-way.

9-104 - Prohibited signs, marquees and awnings and exceptions.

The following signs, marquees and awnings are prohibited or are permitted only as specified
below, regardless of their location in the City:
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(E) Signs, marquees and awnings encroaching upon a public right-of-way. No sign, marquee
or awning, or any part thereof, or any part of the foundation or support thereof, may be
erected or displayed on, over or across any street, road, highway, alley, sidewalk or other
public right-of-way, unless an ordinance authorizing such encroachment has been enacted

by City Council: provided, however, that any banners authorized pursuant to section
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(J) Signs affixed to certain property. No sign may be painted, marked, written, posted or
displayed on, or otherwise affixed to, any private street sign, bus stop sign or traffic sign,
sidewalk, crosswalk, curb, curbstone, street, lamp post, hydrant, railroad trestle, electric
light or power pole or telephone pole or wire appurtenance thereof, fixture of the fire
alarm system;—publie bridge;—drinking fountain, natural features such as trees, shrubs,

rocks or tree stakes or guards premled—lmwever—that—etﬂabsigns—mid—ﬁgﬂsqmsted—fer




Sec. 9-200 - Signs, marquees and awnings permitted in various zones.
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9-202 - Commercial zones.
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9-204 — Signs Permitted in All Zones

(A) Additional temporary signs no larger than the largest sign allowed on the
property pursuant to Section 9-200 are permitted on _any property with the
permission of the property owner for no more than ninety (90) days prior to and
fifteen (15) days after a National, State or Local election.

Sec. 9-400 - Administration and enforcement.
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Section 2. That the director of planning and zoning be, and hereby is, directed to
record the foregoing text amendment.

Section 3. That Article IX as amended pursuant to Section 1 of this ordinance, be,
and the same hereby is, reordained as part of the City of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance.

Section 4. That this ordinance shall become effective on March 1, 2016, and shall
apply to all applications for land use, land development or subdivision approval provided for
under the City of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance which may be filed after such date, and shall
apply to all other facts and circumstances subject to the provisions of the City of Alexandria
Zoning Ordinance, except as may be provided in Article XII of the Zoning Ordinance.

ALLISON SILBERBERG
Mayor

Final Passage: February 20, 2016



