ORDINANCE NO. 4741

AN ORDINANCE to add a new Section 5-7-58, (CONFINEMENT OF ANIMALS IN
VEHICLES PROHIBITED) of Article C (DOGS AND OTHER ANIMALS) of Chapter 7
(ANIMALS AND FOWL) of Title 5 (TRANSPORTATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL
SERVICES) of the Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA HEREBY ORDAINS:

Section 1. That Section 5-7-58 of Article C, Chapter 7 of Title 5 of the Code of the
City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended, be, and the same hereby is, added to read as
follows:

[The following is all new language. ]
Sec. 5-7-58 Confinement of animals in vehicles prohibited.

(a) Any person who confines an animal in an unattended, enclosed vehicle where the
outside temperature is 70 degrees Fahrenheit or greater, and the interior of the vehicle is not
provided with conditioned air to maintain an internal temperature of 80 degrees Fahrenheit or
less, shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor.

(b) Any person who confines an animal in an unattended, enclosed vehicle so as to cause
the animal to suffer from heat stress as diagnosed by a license veterinarian, shall be guilty of a
Class 1 misdemeanor. The Animal Control Officer or other officer shall have the authority to
remove any animal found in an enclosed vehicle that appears to be suffering from heat stress.
The animal shall be provided immediate veterinary care. The animal owner or custodian shall be
responsible for all expenses incurred during the removal of the animal or its subsequent
treatment and impoundment.

(c) In the event that the person responsible for the violation cannot be ascertained, the
registered owner of the vehicle, as required by Chapter 6 of Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia
(1950), as amended, shall constitute in evidence a prima facie presumption that such registered
owner was the person who committed the violation.

Section 2. That this ordinance shall become effective upon the date and at the time
of its final passage.

WILLIAM D. EUILLE
Mayor

Final Passage: November 12, 2011



