ORDINANCE NO. 3851

AN ORDINANCE to amend Article A (GENERAL PROVISIONS) of Chapter 4
(COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS) of Title 2 (GENERAL
GOVERNMENT) of The Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia,
1981, as amended.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA HEREBY ORDAINS:

Section 1. That Section 2-4-2 of The Code of the City of
Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended, be, and the same hereby
is, amended and reordained to read as follows:

Sec. 2-4-2 Definitions.

As used in this article, unless otherwise stated or the
context otherwise requires:

(1) City council means the Alexandria City Council.

(2) committee means any board, committee, commission,
authority or similar body established by the city council or
established pursuant to, or required by, any provision of the
laws or regulations of the Commonwealth of Virginia or the United
States, which has one or more members appointed or designated by
the city council, and which has (i) a fixed membership, including
at least one person who is not a city employee, (ii) a defined
purpose and (iii) regular or periodic meetings.

(3) Head of a committee means the chairman, chairperson or
other person designated or elected as the presiding officer of
any committee.

(4) Action means any decision, recommendation, ruling or
advice of a substantive nature made by a committee in accordance
with section 2-4-5, which a committee is, by the terms of its
enabling legislation, authorized to make.

(5) Enabling legislation means any constitutional provision,
statute, city charter prov1sion, rescolution, ordinance or
regulation or other prov151on of law enacted by the city council,
the Commonwealth of Virginia or the United States which
establishes the committee and determines its composition,
functions and powers.

(6) Standing committee means any committee established
pursuant to law whose functions are established on a permanent,
ongoing basis for an indefinite period of time.

(7) Temporary committee means any committee established for
a fixed and definite purpose and for a limited and fixed period
of time, including any ad hoc committee, task force or group
created by ordinance or resclution.



(8) Designated member means a person appointed to a
committee, pursuant to the terms of its enabling legislation, on
behalf of, or as the representative of, another committee,
organization or group.

(9) Executive secretary means the person and the functions
described in section 2-4-9 of this article.

(10) Regional committee means a committee, the majority of
whose members are appointed by one or more states or political
subdivisions other than the city.

Section 2. That Section 2-4-8 of The Code of the City of
Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended, be, and the same hereby
is, amended and reordained to read as follows:

Sec. 2-4-8 Creation of new committees; term of temporary
comnmittees.

(a) Any new standing committee shall be established by
ordinance.

(b) Any new temporary committee shall be established by
ordinance or resolution which shall specify the term during which
the committee shall remain in existence. No temporary committee
shall be established for a term of more than 365 days, the period
to run from the date the committee holds its initial meeting.

The term of a temporary committee may be extended by council by
ordinance or resolution for additional periods of up to 365 days
each. A temporary committee shall cease to exist upon (i) the
completion of its designated task or assignment, (ii) the date it
submits its final oral or written report to council, (iii) the
expiration of the term specified in the ordinance or resolution
creating the committee or of any extension of its original term,
or (iv) three years from the date of its initial meeting,
whichever occurs first.

(c) No new committee shall be established until the city
manager has issued a report with comments and recommendations
regarding the creation of the committee. The manager may
delegate responsibility for preparing this report to any
department head. The report required by this subsection shall
include comments and recommendations concerning:

(1) the need for the committee and possible
duplications or conflicts with other committees;

(2) the appropriateness of a committee format to deal
with the issues involved; and

(3) the impact that creation of the committee will have
on city staff resources, including:



(i) the estimated total amount of city staff time
that will be required on an annual or other basis to staff the
committee;

(ii) whether the committee can accomplish its
assigned work with existing staff; and

(iii) if new staff will be required, the total
amount of additional staffing that will be required and the
projected annual cost of such additional staff.

Section 3. That Chapter 4 of Title 2 of The Code of the
city of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended, be, and the same
hereby is, amended by adding a new Section 2-4-10 to read as
follows:

Sec. 2-4-10 Staff assistance.

No committee may request the assistance of city staff or make
an assignment to city staff except pursuant to committee action,
as defined in section 2~4-2(4). Unless acting pursuant to
committee action, no member of a committee may request staff
assistance, or make an assignment to staff, relating to committee
business.

Section 4. That this ordinance shall become effective
upon the date and at the time of its final passage.

KERRY J. DONLEY
Mayor

Final Passage: March 23, 1996

G:\DOCUMENT\DATA\OBK\3851



