ORNINANCE NO. 2378

AN ORPINMANMCE to amend The Code of the City of Alexandria,
Virainia, 1943, as amended, by adding thereto a new chapter
numbered 17R entitled HAME IMPROVFMENT; which new chapter
numhered 178 adopts a HOME IMPROVEMENT CONE PROVIDING FOR
DEFIMITIONS; PROVIDIMG FOR EXEMPTIONS; PRNOVINDING FOR THE
ISSUANCE OF HOME IMPROVEMENT ILICENSES; PROVIDING POR INSURANCE
AN} RONDINAG REANIREMENTS; PROVIDING FOR INENTIFICATION
CARDS: PROVIDING FOR CONTRACT REAUIREMENTS: BROVIDING PROMI-
RITFEN ACTS: PROVINING GROIINNDS FOR DENWIAL, SUSPENSION OR
REVACATION OF A LICENSE:; DPRAVIDING FOR INVESTIGATION OF
COMPLAINTS AND HFEARIMGS ON COMPLAINTS AND FOR PEMALTIES FOR
VIOLATIONS.

THE CITY COUNMCIL OF ALFYANNRIA HERERY QRDAINS:

Section 1. That The Code of the City of Alexandria,
Virainia, 1963, as amended, be and the same hereby is amended hy
2dding theretno a new chapter numbered 178 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 17R.
HOME IMPROVEMENT,
Sec. 1783-1. Short title,

This chapter shall he known and may be cited as the "Home
Improvement Cade™ of the City of Alexandria, Virginia.

Sge. 17R-2, nNefinitions.

Contract buyer. Aany person who offers payment in return for a
promise to nerform or the performance of home improvement work,
ynless such person is himself a home improvement contractor or is
otherwise exempnt under section 17RB-3.

Pepartment. The department of building and mechanical inspec-
tions of the City of Alexandria, Vircinia.

Home improvement., The repair, restoration, alteration,
enlarsement, reolacemant or remodelina of any residential
pronertv for compensation. It shall alsc include, but is not
limited tmo, the construction and revalr of residential property
such as windows, Arivewavs, sidewalks, swimming ncols, patios,
porches, terraces and sarages. Without reaard to the extent of
affixation, home improvement includes the installation of central
heating or air corditicnino svstems, storm windows, insulation,
awnings or fire and hurolar alarm systems. Home imorovement
shall not include:

{a) The construction of a new hone heildinag or work done by a
contractor in compliance with 2 guarantee of completion of a neaw
huildine project, or

(b} The sale of goods or materials by a sesller who neither
arranaes to perform nor performs directly any work or labor in
connection with the installation of or application of the acods
or materials.

Home improvement contract, an agreement for the verformance

of home improvement work in which the contractor is to provide
labor, render services or furnish materials for home improvements
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and the buyer is to pay a consideration in excess of three
hundred follars (53nN.NN).

Home improvement contractor. Any person who engages in the
business of home improvements, whether full-time or part-time,
whether such petscen is a principal contractor or a subcon-
fractor. A subcontractor is a home improvemant centractor only
when he contracts directly with the contract buyer.

Pavment. The transfer, dlirectly or indirectlv, of any
valuable consideration. It shall include, but is not limited to,
tha delivery of cash, a promissorv note, an installment contract,
a chattel mortaarme or a deed of trust; hut "payment” shall not
include the promise to pay as set forth in the contract itgelf.

Residential propertv. Any property containina one or more
dwelline units and associated structures, including nonresiden—
tial nroperty heinqg converted into one or more dwelling units.,

Sec. 17R-3, Fxemntions.

The provisions of this chapter shall not applv to the follow-
ina:

{a) Rnv person or anv memnher of the immediate familyv of such
person performing home improvement work on a huilding of which he
is the bona fide owner or leasee;

{hl Anv contractor reaistered with the Commonwealth of
virginia in accordance with chapter 7, title 54, section 129 of
the Code of Virainia (1980, as amended;

(e) Any plumhing contractor, electrical contractor or gas
fitter registered with the citv or state who is acting exclu-
sively within the scope of his trade; or

(A) A&ny public service company, its agents, employees and
subcontractors.

Sec, 17R-4. Apuvlicaticn for home improvement license: issuance.

(2} A home imoreovement contractor shall apply for a license
by completing and subnittinag an application form sunnlied hv the
depariment. The anplicant's sianature shall be notarized.
Applicants for said license shall pav 2 fee of thirty Aollars
($3n.nn}, WMo license shall he issued until the apnlicant subnits
the following documents in support of the application:

(1) A form sunplied by the department on which the
applicant must Aisclose his current financial resources anad
ohliagations.

{2} A copy af the applicant's oroposed contract forms,
which ghall ineclude, hut not be limited to, the provisions
required hy section 17R-5.

{3) If the apolicant is a nonresident of Virainia, a
written statement Aesiqgnatinag a resident of Viraginia as acent for
service nf orocess and notices of cancellation. Such designated
resifant asent must bhe at least eighteen (18) vears of ane and,
if the home improvement contractor is incorporated, such corpora-
tien must he licensed to Ao business in Virginia by the State
Cornoration Commission and must comply with the registered agent
reauirements of section 13,1-%2, et s=a., of the Code of Virginia.
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(4) Written evidence that the applicant has minimum
liahility and propertiy Aamase insurance in the following
amounts: one hundred thousand dollars (&10n,nnn.n0) in the
adgareqate for the Aeath of any one person in any oGne occurrence,
three hundred thousand dollars (S300,NNN,N"NY in the acgrecate for
the death of more than one persen in any one occurrence and fifty
rhousand dollars (£50,000,NN) property damage in any one occur-
rence.

(3) Evidence satisfactory to¢ the Adepartment that the
apvlicant has secured a hond in the amount nf five thousand
Aollars ($5,07"0.00) made pavable to the City of Alexandria,
Yiraginia, from a bonding or surety company licensed to 4o
businegs in the Commonwealth of Virginia. The bond shall be
conditioned unon the ohservance by the licensee and his emplovees
of all statutes, ordimances and requlations in force which relate
to the conduct of the licensee's home improvement business. The
hond shall indemnify and save harmless any contract huyer or
nther person injured by the licensee's violation of any statute,
ordinance or rewsulation in force and/or the licensee's default or
other material hreach of a home improvement contract. Any person
aggrieved by a violation of a conditicon of the hond may proceed
in a court of comnetent jurlsdlctlon against the licensee ov
suretv, or both. Wothine in this section shall be construed to
immose upon the surety of any such bond a greater liahility than
the tetal amount of the bond or the remaining amount after vrior
racovery or recaveriss by the contract buyer or indured martv.

[h) The department shall issue a license once the nrovisions

of section 17B-4(a) have been complied with by the apolicant,

subject onlv to the arounds for denial of a license set forth in
'GPCthﬂ 17R-R of this chapter. The license shall clearly
identify the licensee, the authority conferred by the license and
the exvivation Aate of the license. The license shall hear a
disclaimer of anv implied warranty hy the city of anv work
parformed by the licensee.

{(¢) No license shall be issued vpursuant to this section to
any mersen under elighteen ({18) years of age.

Sec. 17R-5, Home improvement contract requirements.

(a) All home improvenent contracts shall ke in writinag and
shall set forth the entire asreement hetween the parties and
shall clearly identify and describe any other document which is
incorporated as a part of that agreement.

(b} A home improvement contract shall be signed bv the con-
tractor, the salesperson, if any; and the contract bhuyer. MNo
contractar or salesverson shall cause or nermit any home improve-
ment contract or other related docurment to be signed by the
contract buver until all the blank spaces have been filled in or
matrked as inapplicahle and the contract buver has bean given a
reasonahle ooportunity ko examine the comn¢atpﬂ contract and all
related documents.

fc) mhe contractor shall furnish the contract buyer a
leaible, fully executed copy of the contract and all related
Aocuments at the time the contract is siagned. 2 cony of the
contract shall accompany the building permit apwlicaetion whenever
a permit is reaquired for the home improvement work pursuant to
chanter 7 of this cnde. Fxcent for permits issued to those
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exempt under section 172-3 of this chapter, each permit shall
list the eontractor's home improvement license number.

{d) The contract buyer shall have the right to cancel a
contract without oenalty until midnight of the third business day
from the day on which the contract buyer signs the contract. For
purmoses of this chapter, Mondav through Saturday shall be
considered husiness davs. The contract buyer shall cancel by
hand deliverv, hy telesram or a written notice of cancellation to
the contractor or his HSesicnated agent under section 173=4(a)(3)
of this chapter at the address given by the contractor in the
cmntract. Motice of cancellation shall be effective when the
teleoram is sent, when delivered by hand or when mailed by
certified mail as evidenced hv vpostmark. The contract huyer may
modifv or wailve the riaght to cancel provided:

{1) ™he home improvement work i1s necessary to meet a
bona fide, immediate emergency of the contract buyer;

(2) The contract buyer has determinerd that a Aelay of
threa (3) husiness davs in performance of the contract work will
jeopardize the waelfare, health or safety of natural nersons or
endancer property which the contract huver owns or for which the
huyer is responsible; and

{3} The contract huver vrovides to the contractor a
separate, dated and sicned personal statement describing the
situation requiring immediate remedy and modifing or waiving the
riaht to cancel. The use of brinted forms for this purveose is
prohibited. :

{4) If the right to cancel is waived or modified,
verformance of the contract shall begin hefore 9:00 a.m. of the
final Sav of the waiver oeriod or the waiver shall bhe void. It
shall be a violation of this section to solicit a waiver of the
right to cancel when immediate performance of the contract is not
contemplated by the parties or when performance is not to begin
by the final day of the waiver period,

(5} When the right to cancel is exercised, the contract
buyer is not liahle for anv finance or other charge, and any
security interest hecomes void upon snch a cancellation. Within
ten {1n) Aays after receipt of a notice to cancel, the contractor
ghall return to the contrackt buyer any money or oronerty given as
down pavment or otherwise and shall take any action necessary to
reflect the termination of anv security interest created under
the transaction. Wwhen the contractor's obligations under this
section have heen verformad, the contract buver shall offer to
return any property previously dAelivered to the huver hbv the
contractor. If the contractor does not take possession of the
nropertv within ten (10) dayvs after the offer to return by the
contract buver, ownership of the property vests in the contract
buyver without obligation on the huver's part to mav for it.

{e} MNo home improvement contract shall contain a waiver of
warranties, exvress or implied, except as provided for in section
17R=5{f)(3)(h). All exnress warranties shall he stated in clear
and unambigiuous language. The contractor shall furnish the
contract huver with all manufacturers' and suppliers' written
warranties covering materials used and eguipment furnished under
this contract.
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{f) ZSvery home improvement contract shall contain ajipress
written warranties that:

{1} The home improvement work contracted for shall be of
a workmanlike gualitv,

{(?) All materials and ecguipment supplied under the
contract shall he of merchantable quality.

{3} ({a) ™e home improvements contracted for and the
materials and eauipment sunplied shall be fit for at least one
(1) vear for the general and particular purposes for which they
are intended,

{k) This requirement may he waived by the contract
huyer in a signed, Aated writing only where the work to bs per-
formed is a temperary repair and is not a replacement, remodel-
ing, alteration or addition. The waiver must he a personal,
written statement hv the contract buyer:; the use of a printed
form for this purpase is prohihited.

{4) The homne improvemant work contracted for shall be in
accordance with all applicable huilding codes, city ordinances
and state and federal laws.

fc) If a home improvement contract vrovides for liguidated
Azmaaes, said Aamages shall be limited to the provable expenses
involved.

{h) WNo contract buver shall be required to pay more than one-
third (1/3) of the ccntract price as an initial deposit at the
time of execution of the contract. The contract may contain 2
schedule of pavments related to the work performed; however, the
contract buver shall at no time be reguired to pay more than
ninety nercent (9N%) of the cost of goods and services prior to
total completion.

{i} 21l home improvement contracts shall include the fol-
lowing information:

(1} The name, address, telephone number and license
numher nof the home imvrovement contractor:

{?) 'The name, acAdress, telephone numher and license
number of the hcme improvement salesnerson, if anv;

{3) The name, address, telephone number of the contract
huver and address of the property where the work is to bhe per-
formed bv fhe contractor:

{4) A reasonahly precise descrintien of or the svecifi-
cations of the work to be verformed under the coentract, including
brand names, colers, grades, styles, cuality, quantity, model
numhers and other relevant information identifving anyv awmpli-
ances, eguipment or material to be used or installed;

(5) The spbecific dates hy which time work is fc be
started and comnleted althouah the contract may provide for
unforeseeahle delavs, If dates cannct be met, new deadline dates
shall be set specifically related to such delay:

{fY The total price or other consideration t¢ be paid by
the buver, the finance charge, the total scheduled payments and

- 25 -



the numker, amount and due dates or periocds of payments. If
pavment is to bhe made in mere than three (3} installments, the
contractor shall make the disclosures reguired by federal, state
or nther laws and regulations. Disclosure shall alsc be made of
any collateral securitv taken or to be taken for the contract
huver's cblication under the contract. If the contractor intends
to assign the contract £o a third party, Aisclesure »f intent to
assign and the name of intended assicnee shall he made. Tf the
contract is one for time and materials, the rcontract shall state
the hourly rate for labhor and other terms and conditions affect-
ing the price; and

(7Y The followinc statements in bhold tvpe, no smaller
than ten (1M") peoint:

WARNING

no NOT SIGN THIS CONMTRACT OR ANY OTHER DOCUMENT TUNTIL ALL
RLANXE HAVE REEN FILLED IN OR MARXED AS INAPPLICARLE. DO
NOT SIGN ANYTHING UNTIL YOU FAVE READ IT. YOO ARE ENTITLED
TO A SIGNED COPY OF THIS CONTRACT AND ALL OTHER PAPERS. ¥YNU
DO NOT HAVE TO PAY MORE THAN CONE-THIRD (1/3) OF THE CONTRACT
PRICE AS A NOWN PAYMENT AT THE TIME THE COMNTRACT IS

SIGNED. THE CONTRACT MAY PROVIDE A SCHEDULE OF DAYMENTS,
YOI DO NOT HAVE T PAY MORE THAN WINETY PERCENT (9n%} OF THE
CONTRACT PRICE INTIL ALL THE WORK HAS REEN COMPLETED.

BRIGHT TG CANCFRL

vl MAY CANCRL THIS CONTRACT WITH NO PENALTY ANY TIME BRFORFE

MIDNMIGHRT ON r .
[May of Waek) (Date)
14 . T CANCFL, SFMD RY CERTIFIFD MAIL, TELFRRRAM
MR HAND PRELIVER A& SIGMED, DATED NOTICE ™0
(Mame)
AT
{Address)

I HERRRY CANCFRL TFIS TRAMSACTION.

(Mate)

(Ruver's Z2lgnature)

IF ¥OU WANT THE WORK T0 RRGIN IMMEDRIATELY, YOU MAY WAIVE
YOUR RIGHT TO CANCEL ONLY RY YOUR SIGNER, PRRSONALLY WRITTEN
STATEMENT E¥PLAINING THE FMERGENMCY AND YOUR WAIVER OF THFRE
THREE- (3) DAV CANMCELLATION PERIOD.

WARRANTIFES

ALL WORY WILL RE NONE IN A WORKMANLIXE MANMER IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE PUILDIMG CHDE. ALL MATERIALS AMD ENUIPMENT
SUPPLIED WILL RBE NF MERCHANTARLE NIJALITY. THE WORK,
MATERIALS AND RAUIPMENT WILL RE FIT FOR THEF GENERAL AND
PARTICULAR PURPNSES FOR WHICH THEY ARE INTEWNDED

FOR

{Not less than one vear)
THE ONE VEAR OR LOMNGER FYPRESS WARRANTY MAY RE WATVED ONLY
WHERF MHE WORY IS A TFMPORARY REDAIR AMD IS WOT A REPLACE-
MENT, REMODELING, ALTERATION OR ANDITINK, THE IMPLIED
WARRANTIES MAY NOT RE WAIVEDR FOR TFEMPORARY REPATIRS. IF ¥OU
WISH TO WAIVE THE FRYPRESS WARRANTY ON A TEMDNRARY REPAIR,
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200 MAY DO SO ONLY RY A SIGNFED, PERSONALLY WRITTEN STATEMENT
E¥YPLAINING THE TEMPORARY WATURE OF THE REPAIR AND YNUR
WAIVER OF THE EVDRESS WARRANTY,

{a) The notice of right to cancel nust be either in the form
stated above or in the form and content of anv similar notice
requirement for sales under federal or state law; provided that
such resuirement contains at least the infocrmation reguired for
right to cancel in this subsectimn, and that nothing in such
notice is in conflict with the vrovisions of this chapter.

(h} The statements reguired hy this section must be incor-
porated into and made an integral part of the contract but may be
on a senarate form attached to the body of the printed or written
contract and initialed by all parties to the contract.

Sec. 17BR~6, Identification cards; sales/license identification
cards.

{a) Identification cards. The department shall issue to esach
licensee an iAentification card which shall certifv that the
person whose name appears on the card is a licensed home improve-—
ment contractor or is an authorized sales representative for the
namad licensed home improvement contractor. Fvery licensee and
any authorized representative of such licensee shall carry this
identification card and display it tec any contract buyer, The
identification card shall bear a Aisclaimer of any implied
warranty by the city of any work performed by the licensee.

{h] Dunlicate cards. {pon receipt of one dollar ($1.00) for
each duplicate, the2 Aepartment shall issue duplicate identifica-
tion cards to any bona fide licensee,.

{e¢) Sales/license identification cards. Fach licensed
contractor shall he entitled to sales/license identification
cards after pavment of a one dollar (51.00) fee for each Aupli-
cate identification card. & sales/license identification card
shall be issued teo an individual person only and only as an
authorized representative af the identified licensed
contractor. ™o such license identification card shall be issued
unless the department has received from a licensed contractor a
written notice of appointment or emplovnent signed by both the
contractor and the sales renresentative. A sales representative
may represent no more than two (2) contractors at any one time.
Refore any individual accents an appointment or employment as a
sales representative from any contractor, the individual shall
disclose to each contractor the names of every other contractor
by whom the individual is currently employed or engaged., No
person shall act as sales reoresentative and ne contractor shall
authorize any person to act as sales representative for such
contractor, unless the reauired notice is received by the
Adepartment, At the time of termination of the appointment or
employment of the sales representative, the contractor shall
notifv the department in writing of the same.

(d) It shall be unlawful for anv person to represent that he
is a licensee or an authorized reprasentative of a licensee if
such persnn does not pessess a valid home improvement license or
is not an employee of a licensee and in possession of a valid
identification card.

{e) Upon the request of any person exempt from the provisions
of this chavter and upon receipt of one dollar (£1.n0), the
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department shall certifv such exemption in writing. It shall be
unlawful for any person to use such certification for any purpose
other than proof that the person is exempt from the provisions of
this chapter.

Sgc. 17B-7. Prohibited acts.

It shall he unlawful for any heome improvement contractor or
salesperson:

{a) To undertake znv home improvement without having first
ohtained the license required by this chapter, unless such onerson
is exemoied from the ovrovisions of this chapter hy section 17B-3.

(h) ™o undertake any home improvement except pursuant to a
home improvement contract, unless no such contract is required hy
this chanter for such home improvement.

{c] ™o fail to complete any contract work as provided for in
a home improvement contract, including failure to correct or
replace faulty or defective work.

(4} ™o fail to honor warranties in a home improvement
contract.

{e) To use any deception, fraud or misrepresentation in the
advertising, negotiation for, procurement or performance of a
home improvement contract.

() To fail to use contract forms which are consistent with
the provisions of this chanter.

{a) To fail to pav judgments or other debts which may result
in a lien against a contract bhuver's propertv. :

{h) To deviate from the contract nlans or specifications in
anv material reswect without the consent of the contract buyer.

(1) To provide false information to the department.

{§) Teo prepare, to arranes, to participate in arranaing or to
accept any mortgage, promissory note or other evidence of
indehtedness on the obligations ¢f a home imorovement transaction
with knowledge that it recites a greater monetary chligation than
the consideration for the home improvement work, which considera-
tion may be a time sale price.

Sec. 17B-f. Denial of license application; suspension or
revocation of same.

Mo persan is entitled to hold a home imorovement license if
such person:

(1) Yas knowingly made a material misstatement in an applica-
tion for a license;

{?) ®~as failed to make the information reguired by section
17R-4 availahle to the department ar to an appeals hoard when
such reguired information has heen requested in order to deter-
mine whether a license should be issued, denied, revoked or
suspenderd; and
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(3} WViolates or fails to comply with any mandatorv provisions
of this chaonter or city or state law related to home improvement
work.

des. 17R-0, Investigation:; probable cause; determination.

{a) any nerson may file a complaint against a home improve-
ment conktractor or salesoerson with the department or the office
of consumer affairs. The office of consumer affairs shall notify
the Aenartment when a commlalint is received by it against a home
improvement contractor or salesperson. When a comclalnt is filed
with the Aepartment or the office of consumer affairs, the office
of conaumer affaire shall investigate the complaint and shall
make available toc the department any information derived from the
investigation. The department shall conduct any additional
investigation as needed.

(b} The department shall then determine whethar there is
orobahle cause to deny, revoke or suspend the home improvement
license. Tn making a finding as to probable cause, the depart-
ment mav attribute the gualifications of any officer, director or
managino emplovee of an applicant or licensee, &r any person
exercising direct or indirect controcl over the applicant or
licensee, to the applicant or licensee.

fc) “hen the department has determined that there Is probable
cause to deny, suspend or revoke a license, it shall notify the
applicant or the licensee of this determination in writina. The
notice shall include:

{1}y A statement of the facts which constitute the hasis
for the oreposed action;

{2) A statement specifying each separate vinlation of
this chapter and/or cther state or federal laws;

(2} A statement of the action the department proposes to
take:; and

{(4) A concise statement of the procedure which the
licenses or applicant shall follow to regquest a hearinag, in-
cluding the deadline for a hearing request, the consequences of
failure to reguest a hearlnq and the date the denial, suspension
or revocation will hecome effective if neo hearing is requested.

Motice shall he deemed properly served when a copy of the
notice is personally served on the applicant or licensee, or when
a copy is sent by certified mail, postage prepaid, to the latest
address given on the aoplication for a license.

Ssc, 178-1Nn. ©®Fearing procedure.

any person who has been notified that his license is heing
denied, revcked or susvended may redquest a hearing. A reguest
for a hearing must be received no later than fifteen {15} days
from the mailing of the notice of the impending action. The
hearing shall he held no later than thirty (20} davs from receint
of a reguest for a hearing unless otherwise agreed to by the
applicant or licensee. HWotice of the date, time and nlace of the
hearing and cf the orocedurass to be followeAd, shall be given to
the applicant or licensee sufficiently in advance of the hearinag
to allow a reasonable time to prepare for the hearing. The
hearina shall he conducted by a panel of three (3) members as
follows:

- 29 -



{1y The head of the Jdepartment or dasignated representa-
tive from the devartment staff;

(?) The coordinator of consumer affairs or designated
representative of the consumer affairs staff; and

{3) A representative of the home improvement contracting
Lusiness, as appointed to a renewahble two- {2) vear term by city
council.

The hearing shall be informal. The licensee or applicant
shall be advised of the evidence which tends to estahlish the
arounds for suspension, revocation or denial of the license. The
licensee or applicant shall have a right to guestion any person
giving information and to present relevant informatieon or testi-
monv. Tt is permissible, hut not required, for an applicant or
licensee to have an attorney present at the hearing. The
department shall keep a written or tared record of the pro-
ceedings.

Sec. 17R-11. Final determination.

{a) After an opporLunitv for a hearina, if the Aepartment or
the hearing panel in the cage where a hearing is held, determines
from a preponderance of the available evidence that there ars
adenuate arounds to deny, revoke or suspend a license, the
Aepartment shall notify the licensee or applicant in writing that
his license is denied, revonked nr suspended, stating the reasons
for the decision. The notice of revocation, denial or suspension
shall explain the appeal procedure and the effective date of a
license revocation or suspension.

(b} Wotice of revoncation, suspension or Aznial of a license
shall be personally served on tHe anplicant or licensee or sent
by certified mail, postage prepaid, to the latest address given
on the aprlication for a license.

Sec, 17R-12. appeal procedurs

Appeal from suspension, revecation or denial! of a license
shall ke to the Circuit Court for the City of Alexandria,
Virginia.

Sec. 178-13. Files open to the public.

The licensing authority shall retain records of all licenses
issued, Aenied, suspended or revoked for five (5} years. These
records shall he open to the public durlna reqular business
hours.

sz, 17R-14. ©Penalty for doing business without a license.

Any person who knowingly engages in the hone improvemant
Lusiness as a salesperson or contractor without obtaininag a
license as required by this chapter {and who is not otherwise
exempted from the licensing reguirement) and any person who
continues in business as a salesperson or contractor after
revocation or during suspension shall be ovunished hy a fine not
to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,n0n,nA} or by imprisonment not
to exceed thirty (30) davs, or hoth., FRverv offer to perform work
at a Aifferent address shall constitute a separate offanse.
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Sac, 178=15. Implementation,

Tt is recognized that home imbrovement contractors' licensing
and requlation cannot be instantly accomplished to conform to the
provisions of this chapter becoming effective June 12, 1979. 1In
order to provide for cradual changeover, it shall be lawful for
home improvement contractors to undertake home improvements
whether or not such contracter acts in comnliance with the
provisions of this ordinance; provided that in no event shall anvy
contractor lawfully encaqe in home improvements in the City of
alexandria after Septemher 30, 1979, unless such contractor shall
he in compliance with the provisions of this chapter.

Sec. 17Rr-1A, Summary of chapter provisions.

The office of consumer affairs shall prepare and distribute a
summary of the provisions of this chapter and the rights and
obligations of contract huyers and home improvement contractors
thereunder. Such summary shall be reviewed and approved by the
city attorney prior to issuance and may be relied upon hy such
contract buvers or home improvement contractors as complying with
the ordinance.

Section 2. That the title of and an informal memcorandum
exrlaining this ordinance shall be puhlished in a newspaper of
general circulation published in the «ity not later than five
Adays follewing its introduction tcoether with a notice containing
the time and place for a public hearina. The ¢ity clerk shall
have the full text of this ordinance printed in sufficient
numbers to supply copies to meet reguest. The city clerk shall
note the date of introduction and first readina, the date of
publication, the Adate of the public hearing, 2nd the date of the
secand reading and final passaage in the minutes of the meeting.
This ordinance shall hecome effective the date of its final
passaqge. .

FRANK F. MANN

Mayor
Introduction: March 27, 1979 Public Hearing: April 21, 1979
Firs? Re?ding:.narch 27¢ 1979 Second Reading: June 12, 1979
Publication: March 31, 1979 Final Passage: June 12, 1979
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