ORDINANCE NO. 2503

AN ORDINANCE to ameand and reordain Sectiaen 12-19, Cnapter 12 of
The Code of the City of Alexandria, vitginia, 1963, as
amended; which Chapter 12 relates to FILLING STATIONS, which
Sectien 12-19 formerly related to DISPLAY OF PRICES and now
relates to DISPLAY OF PRICES ON BIGNS; ENFORCEMENT; PENALTY,

THE CITY COUNCIL OF ALEXANDRIA HERESY ORDAINS:

Section 1. That Section 12-19, Chapter 12 of The Code of
the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1963, as amendead, be and the
same hereby is amended and reordained to read as follows:

Sec, 12-19. Dbisplay of prices on signs; enforcement; Penalty.

(a) Each gasoline suppliar shall provide and each retail
dealcr shall maintain and display publicly at least six (&) feet
above grade or eight (8) Feet above a sidewalk, on a post or
pole, located upen the premises under tne centrol of the retail
dealer, price signs that are seen easily from the street and that
face both directions of traffic on the nearest public street or
way. such signs shall state the total price per gallon, includ-
ing all taxes, of no less than two (2), but no more than three
(3) of the motor fuels available at the premises. All figures,
including fractions, upon such signs shall be of the same size
and shall ke block type, and a minimum of eight (8) inches, and a
maximum of twelva (12) inches high, with a sktroke width of two
(2) inches, The figures shall be in black print on a white or
light colored background, fThe sign shall be no less than three
(3) feet in width, no less than four (4) feet in height, but no
greater than four (4) feet in width and five (5) feet in height,
and shall be only square or rectangular in shape. 3ucn sign
shall be counted against the total free-standing sign allowance
provided under current zoning ordinances.

(b) Where more than one (1) type, e.g9., leaded, unleaded,
gasohol or diesel, or one (1) grade, e.g., regular or premium, cr
a range of grades of motor fuel is offered for sale by the
dealer, the type and grade of the motor fuel shall be displayed
next to the price charged for that type and grade, with the price
for regular gasocline being placed at the top of the sign, fol-
lewed by the price for unleaded gascline. Where more than one
(1) type of service is provided, @¢.9., full or gelf-serve, only
one (1} set of prices for one (1) of the services coffered shall
be reguired to be stated in the signs. Each sign shall state
whether its prices are for self-serves or full-serve.

(¢} Wherever the figures and fractions used ia any price-
computing mechanism constituting a part of a moter fuel puwmp or
dispensing device are calibrated on the basis of the nmetric sys-
tem, e.g., price per liter rather than price per gallon, there
shall be posted on the premises in a place open and convenient to
the public a metric-te-gallon price conversion table or equation
adopted by the Consumer Affairs Commission. Use of said table or
equation to compute the figures and fractions For the price per
gallen to be stated in the price signs shall be deemed acceptable
for the purposes of tnis section.

{d) WMo signs relating to the price of motor fuel or other
products scld by any retail dealer shall be posted or displayed
on or about the premises which shall vielate any provision of the
city code, as amended, or law of the state or which shall



constitute a traffic or driving hazard, or which shall mislead
the public, or in any way tend to constitute a fraud upon the
public.

(e} The figures and fractiecns used in any price-computing
mechanism constituting a part of any pump or dispensing device
may be set to measure and compute on the basis of price per
gallon, half-gallon, metric liter or other measure, so long as it
is dene 1n accordance with state and federal law.

(£} No signs stating or relating to the prices of motor fuel,
and no signs designed or calculated to cause the public to
believe that they state or relate to the price of motor fuel,
other than the signs reguired by this section or referred to in
the following section shall be posted or displayed on or about
the premises where motor fuel is sold at retail and within view
from any public highway or reservation.

(3} The provisions of this section may be enforced by the
OfEice of Consumer Affairs of the City of Alexandria pursuant to
section 2-158 of the city code and by written notice of violatien
served upon the owner, the owner's duly authorized agent or the
manager of the premises where the viclation has occurred., Said
notice shall require compliance within a specified time period,
depending upon the nature and circumstances of the vieclation, and
in no event more than seven {7) calendar days frem the date of
the notice.

The notice of violation may be served by delivering it in
persen to one or more of the aforesaid persons, by mailing it by
certified mail to one or more of their last known post office
addresses, by delivering it to and leaving it in the possession
of any person in charge of the premises, or, if such a perscn is
not found upon the premises, by affixing a copy of it in a con-
spicuous place at the entrance door to the premises. Such
procedure shall be deemed the egquivalent of personal notice.

{h} Any person who violates a provision ¢of this section and
any person who, having been served with a notice of violation,
fails to comply with such notice within the time limit therein
specified, shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine of not
mere than one hundred dollars (5100.00). Each day that any
violation is allowed to continue shall constitute a separate and
distinct offense,

Section 2, That the title of and an informal memorandum
explaining this ordinance shall be published in a newspaper of
general circulation published in the city not later than five
days following its introduction together with a notice containing
the time and place for a public hearing. The city clerk shall
have the full text of this ordinance printed in sufficient
numbers to supply copies to meet reguest. The city clerk shall
note the date of intreduction and first reading, the date of
publication, the date of the public hearing, and the date of the
second reading and final passage in the minutes of the meeting.
This ordinance shall become effective the first day of September,
1980.

CHARLFS E. BEATLEY, JH.
Mayor

Final Passage: June 25, 1980



